CORONATION    MARCH
guard appeared the garrison duly made a sortie and was
duly driven in. The royal army then camped round in
a nominal state of siege while messengers were sent back
and forth to discuss terms of surrender.
But the Dauphin's willingness to negotiate was in
itself a serious blunder: it revealed to Troyes, as it had
revealed to Auxerre, that he was uncertain of himself;
his enemies inside the town gained confidence and his
own council, never very keen for the enterprise, corre-
spondingly lost it, for the march had been inspired
largely by the belief that the towns on the way to Rheims
would throw open their gates at the mere sight of the
king. Letters came into the city from Chalons and
Rheims promising to stand by and bringing news of a
fresh English army that was preparing to take the French
in the rear. The parleys became deadlocked and the
Dauphin's host lay helplessly under the mighty walls,
knowing it had not even the means for battering them.
So matters stood for four days, from the 5th to the 8th
of July.
Meantime the Dauphin had one queer ally inside the
town who proved useful in unexpected ways. This was
Brother Richard, of the order of the Cordeliers, a prom-
inent member of the legion of fanatics who were running
around the country predicting the near coming of the
anti-Christ and the end of the world. He had preached
in Paris the previous April and so upset the populace
that the authorities had thrown him out. In the
December before that he had told the people of Troyes
to "Sow beans, good people, sow plenty of beans, for
what is to come is to come and the hour draws nigh."
He was referring to good deeds, but the people, taking
his metaphor literally, enthusiastically planted a huge crop
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